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Michael Clark 8175 NW 12th St. 2458 MetroCentre Blvd.
Investigation Manager | Suite 418 West Palm Beach, 33407
9503 Princess Palm Miami, 33126-1831 {4{]7] 688-7722
Ave. (305) 470-5628
Sabal Park Office Ctr. Dan Callahan
Tampa, 33621-1378 | David Swan Investigation Manager
(813) 744-6357 Special Programs 2295 Victoria Ave.
Supervisor Room 194
Louis Valotta 103 Century 21 Drive Ft. Myers, 33901
Investigation Manager | Suite 214 (813) 338-2400
1260 N. University Dr. | Jacksonville, 32216
Room 150 (904) 723-5830 Clara M. Dixon
Plantation, 33322- Investigation Manager
& 4724 James Hosford 5050 W. Tennessee St.
B (305) 452-4800 Special Programs Bldg. D-5
bl Supervisor Tallahassee, 32304
S| Larry Dunning 1386 South 1st St. (904) 922-2676
Investigation Manager | Lake City, 32055-3308
Bucky Carlton (904) 758-0426
Special Programs
Supgnrisgr Fred Hennings
Investigation Manager

New jail is a wise investment

MARATHON — Statistics compiled by the Monroe
County Sheriff's Office appear to confirm that building
a new jail was a good investment, according to an edi-
torial in the Florida Keys Keynoter.

“Arrest records reflect that the number of arrests
in the county have decreased about one-fifth,” said the
Keynoter, “and Sheriff’s officials say the decline is due
— at least in part — to the fact that people convicted
of crimes are now serving full sentences rather than
being released early due to overcrowding.”

This lends credence, the Keynoter said, to claims
that the same lawbreakers were formerly being arrest-
ed and convicted repeatedly due to the “revolving
door” system created by lack of adequate jail space.

Mail carriers are also trouble
spotters

SANFORD — Using funds from the seized assets of
drug dealers, Seminole County Sheriff Don Eslinger
has provided 35 mail carriers with cellular phones so
they can report suspicious situations and problems on
their residential routes.

The phones are programmed to dial only the
Sheriff's Office, and the carriers have been cautioned
not to try to apprehend or confront suspected law-
breakers.

“We selected areas where there were few people
at home during the day,” said Eslinger. “They are not
necessarily crime-ridden neighborhoods, simply resi-
dential areas, for example, where husbands and wives
both work outside the home.”

— From The Sanford Herald
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‘ Please send literature about:

0 Visit me when you are in

Many friends of the Sheriffs Association and the Florida Sher-
iffs Youth Ranches have thoughtfully made provision in their
estate planning for our Youth Ranches boys and girls. If you
are considering a gift of this nature, or if you would just like
to know more about the many and varied opportunities for
sharing, we can help. At your invitation, it would be our priv-
ilege and pleasure to visit you in your home. If you prefer,
you are welcome to visit us or we can furnish information by
mail or telephone, whatever is most practical and convenient.
For information, simply fill out the coupon below and mail it to the
| Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches, Inc., Boys Ranch, FL 32060 . Our

telephone number is (904) 842-5501.

Address

State

City

Zip

Telephone No.

The proper form for a bequest is as follows:
I bequeath to the Florida Sheriffs Youth
Ranches, Inc., Boys Ranch, Florida 32060.. . .
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S5th_Anniversary
After 85 years of success,
FSA keeps right on ticking

he Florida Sheriffs Associa-

tion (FSA) was founded in

1910 “to the end that Sheriffs [

. may be brought into closer &8
touch with each other for their mutu-
al benefit.” Eighty-five years later
this modest objective — which was | =
spelled out in the original charter — ESSSEg
has been totally eclipsed. In fact, the =3/
Association is currently engaged in a S5
broad spectrum of law enforcement, ||
crime prevention and child care activ-
ities that the original founders could
not possibly have anticipated. .
But then, law enforcement has [
changed dramatically in the past 85
years, and the Sheriffs Association [¥
has merely kept pace with these |

a

of heavily armed outposts designed to
bottle up fleeing fugitives. These
efforts were slow-paced between 1910
_ and 1930, and so was the progress of
g | FSA. In fact, the Association became
inactive about 1915, and was not
N fully reactivated until 1928. There-
| after it became increasingly active in
J the modernization of law enforce-
= ment.

During the 1940s the Associa-
| tion was involved in strengthening
8| Florida’s criminal laws, improving
| law enforcement communications
and opposing efforts to establish a
| state police force. Sheriffs proudly
claimed to be “the first line of defense
! in local self-government,” and they

changes.

In the early days of Florida's
statehood, the pillory, the branding
iron, the whip, the hangman’s noose,
and the post to which culprits’ ears
were nailed were widely accepted as instruments of
justice ordered by the courts and administered by
Sheriffs.

Conditions were somewhat less primitive when
FSA was chartered in 1910, nevertheless crime
fighting was still in the “horse and buggy” era, and
only a few patrol cars were in use.

Badge, gun, “flivver” days

As late as 1928, the badge, the gun, and the Ford
“flivver” were still the Sheriffs’ basic tools, and
there were times when lawmen had to venture out
on horseback to penetrate wild, otherwise inaccessi-
ble rural areas.

In the 1930s Florida’s Sheriffs were in the fore-
front of efforts to set up a statewide communications
network, and to establish a cross-state “defense line”

Taylor County Deputy Baxter
Young patrolled on horseback
between 1898 and 1929.

(Florida Archives photo)

= were successful in selling the proposi-
tion that a state police force would
take all law enforcement authority
away from Florida’s counties and
centralize it in Tallahassee.

Fee system abolished

Working together through the Association, Sher-
iffs standardized badges, deputies’ uniforms
and patrol car markings in the 1950s. They also initi-
ated legislative action to abolish the corrupt fee sys-
tem that provided their operating funds, and they
helped to create a budget/salary system that gave
them a full measure of fiscal accountability, These
were major improvements, but they turned out to be
merely the first in a long succession of progressive
accomplishments that are outlined in the following
highlights:

1955 Responding to a request from FSA, the
Florida Legislature created the Florida Sheriffs
Bureau, a statewide crime fighting agency super-
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This photo of a hanging out-
side the Washington County
court house in the early 1900s
is a reminder that Sheriffs
were required to be execu-
tioners prior to the use of the
electric chair. It was reported
that nearly 5,000 people
turned out to view this execu-
tion in spite of rainy weather.

vised by the Governor, Attor- | <
ney General and five Sheriffs. [
Its primary function was to fu
assist local law enforcement | §
agencies by providing skilled | ¢
investigators, crime lab ser- | 1¥g
vices, training sessions and | =

centralized criminal identifi-

cation records. (After many years of successful
growth, the Sheriffs Bureau eventually evolved into
the present Florida Department of Law Enforce-
ment, and Sheriffs are no longer involved in super-
vising its activities.)

Boys Ranch created

1957 Bylaws amendments permitted private
citizens to enroll as dues-paying honorary members
of FSA, and the funds derived from this action
enabled the Association to launch two unique anti-
delinquency projects. One created the Florida Sher-
iffs Boys Ranch, a home for troubled, neglected and
unsupervised youngsters, on the Suwannee River,
near Live Oak; and the other offered college scholar-
ships to outstanding students from the Florida
School for Boys, a state institution for teenage law-
breakers. (During ensuing years the dues of hon-
orary members continued to constitute a major
source of revenue for the Association, and they are
currently helping to finance numerous innovative
programs. These include the Florida Sheriffs Youth
Ranches, a statewide network of child care facilities
and services that emerged from the Boys Ranch ven-
ture.)

The first issue of The Sheriff’s Star came off the
press in March, 1957, and it has been the official
publication of FSA ever since. For many years FSA
also published The Florida Sheriff, a yearbook which
served as a directory of state and local government.
Eventually the two periodicals merged, and the year-
book became a special edition of The Star.

e e—— e e,
The first Boys Ranch publicity poster.

First boys arrived

1_959 The first staff members were hired, and

the first youngsters were enrolled at the Boys Ranch.
In his spare time, Hillsborough County Sheriff Ed
Blackburn was serving without pay as the first exec-
utive director.

—
—
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1961 The death of W. R.

(Bill) England on August 6 ended
an era in which Sheriffs made
'/ giant strides to standardize and
professionalize their procedures.
Mr. England had retired from the
State Auditor’s Office in 1949, and
was hired as a consultant by FSA to improve
Sheriffs’ bookkeeping, civil process and operational
procedures. He also was primarily responsible for pro-
ducing the original Florida Sheriffs Manual, a hand-
book of standard operating procedures which is still
being distributed and updated by FSA.

1962 The hiring of Harry K. Weaver, former
federal court probation officer, as administrator of

the Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch, marked the begln

ning of phenomenal growth and
success ‘way down upon the
Suwannee River. Under Mr.
Weaver’s supervision the Ranch
progressed so rapidly that Sheriffs
began contemplating the possibili- §
ty of establishing a similar facility
for girls.

First statewide
training center

1963 FSA founded the Flori-

da Law Enforcement Academy,
Florida’s first statewide training
center for county, city, state and £ -
federal law enforcement officers. A building site was
purchased near the Tallahassee airport and arrange-
ments were made for Florida Sheriffs Bureau staff
members to run the new facility. The first class of 33
county, city and state officers was enrolled on Febru-
ary 9, 1964. Dedication rites featuring addresses by
Governor Ferris Bryant and cabinet members were
held three days later.

1964 A testimonial banquet held in Jack-

sonville on February 6, 1964, honored banker John P.
Hall for 36 years of distinguished service as Sheriff of
Clay County, an all-time tenure record for Florida.

Mortgages negotiated with Live Oak banks in
1957 to start the Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch were
paid off in 1964. They were burned on April 5, 1964,
during ceremonies dedicating a $50,000 residence
cottage in memory of Suwannee County Sheriff Hugh
Lewis, one of the Boys Ranch founders.

This was the the first headquarters of the Florida Sheriffs
Bureau, a state-wide crime fighting agency created by the
Florida Legislature in 1955 in response to requests from
the Sheriffs Association. The Bureau quickly outgrew its
“birthplace” and eventually evolved into the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement.

Created by FSA in 1963 as Florida's first statewide train-
ing facility for county, city, state and federal law enforce-
ment officers, the Florida Law Enforcement Academy
was located in this building near the Tallahassee airport.

Standards set for officers

1 9 66 FSA played an active role in developing
minimum standards for Florida’s law enforcement
officers, and four Sheriffs served on the advisory
council appointed by Governor Haydon Burns.

1967 When the Florida Sheriffs Bureau

became the Florida Bureau of Law Enforcement
(FBLE) by action of the Florida Legislature, FSA
was left without a staff to operate the Florida Law
Enforcement Academy, and classes were halted.
However, the building did not remain vacant. It was
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sold to the state and operated by the
Florida Division of Youth Services as a
“halfway house” for juvenile delinquents
released from state training schools.
FBLE later became the Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement (FDLE).

1969 Iven S. Lamb, Jr., Director of

the Department of Police Science and
Administration at Florida Junior College,

Jacksonville, was hired by FSA to compile |

a complete update of the Florida Sheriffs
Manual, and to make periodic revisions on
a continuing basis.

On September 19, 1969, FSA voted to
establish the Florida Sheriffs Girls Villa,
its second child care facility. Later a site

was selected near Bartow.

Sheriff’s power is
“paramount”

19 70 If anyone had doubts about the

power of Sheriffs, Circuit Judge
Guyte McCord, Jr., helped to set

them straight when he ruled on a |

jurisdictional dispute between the
Tallahassee Police Department
and the Leon County Sheriff’s
Office. He said whenever there is
an irreconcilable conflict, “the
power of the Sheriff is paramount

. and the police should give
way to the Sheriff.” In support of
his ruling, Judge McCord quoted
the Supreme Court’s 1935 decla-
ration that “The office of Sheriff is
one of ancient origin,” and the
holder of the office “has always
been the chief executive officer
and conservator of the peace in
his county.”

19 71 Ground was broken on

August 27, 1971, for the first
building at the Florida Sheriffs
Girls Villa site, two miles east of
Bartow, and the first girls were
enrolled one year later.

19 73 When Gulf County

Sheriff Byrd Parker hung up his
badge at the beginning of 1973,
his 36 years in office enabled him

Mortgages negotiated with Live Oak banks to finance early improve-
ments at the Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch were paid off and burned in
1964. Boys Ranch Treasurer J. L. McMullen (center) was the official
“arsonist” on April 5, 1964, during ceremonies dedicating a Boys
Ranch cottage in memory of Suwannee County Sheriff Hugh Lewis, one

A 4

In the 1970s a gender revolution was in full
swing as women began holding jobs such
as road patrol deputies, bailiffs, scuba
divers and department heads that had for-
merly been reserved exclusively for men.
Pinellas County road patrol deputy Connie
Johnson was one of the early precedent-
setters.

of the Boys Ranch Founders. McMullen was flanked by John A. Adicks
(left) and George W. Harmony, representing two Live Oak banks.

to tie the tenure record set by
Clay County Sheriff John P.
Hall in 1964.

During FSA’s Annual Con-
ference, Sheriffs unanimously
passed a resolution strongly
opposing unionization of deputy
sheriffs. They gave numerous
reasons why the unique status
of deputy sheriffs made collec-
tive bargaining unacceptable
and unnecessary.

| Women become

front line law

| enforcers

: 1_9 7 A special issue of The

Sheriff’s Star was devoted to the
expanding role of women in law
enforcement. It quoted a Police
Foundation report that there
were fewer than a dozen women
on patrol nationwide in 1971,
and the total increased to about
1,000 during the next three
years, with a similar increase in
the use of women in supervisory
positions.

I
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85th Anniversary

1 9 76 A statewide

“Three Years to Life”
campaign mounted by
FSA and Florida’s
Attorney General made
criminals and potential
criminals aware of a
tough new law. The mes-
sage was that anyone carrying §}
a gun while committing a serious crime would

be sentenced to at least three years in prison

with no hope of parole, probation or judicial ' :

leniency. Outdoor advertising companies, _ '
newspapers, radio and television stations | “
donated free advertising. . B s

E ; v, . f ,'I"f"vli!l |1

FSA established the Florida Sheriffs
Youth Ranch, near Safety Harbor, in 1976, - : g -
and the first youngsters were enrolled in 1978. Leaders in a 1976 anti-crime campaign sponsored by FSA and Attor-
It was the first FSA-sponsored group child ney General Bob Shevin included (from left) Union County Sheriff
care facility serving both boys and girls, gollm ;vhitehef:% State Selnator Jciim G;isdson and Jacksor;ville ShTriﬂ

oA : ale Carson. The campaign made “bad guys” aware of a new law
therohy eliminkting the necksaity of Separat: that would give them “three years to life” with no hope of parole or

ing brothers and sisters accepted for residen-
tial care.

19 7 7 Berwin Williams, FSA’s Director of
Research and Development, succeeded Carl Stauffer
as executive director, a position Stauffer held for 20
years while also serving as editor of The Rancher
and The Sheriff’s Star. (The Rancher was founded in
the 1960s as the official publication of the Boys
Ranch and it expanded its news coverage as addi-
tional FSA-sponsored child care facilities were
brought “on line.”)

Child care consolidated

19 78 The Florida Sheriffs Youth Fund was
established on October 1 to consolidate supervision
of the Boys Ranch, Girls Villa and Youth Ranch.

This year the First child was accepted at the
Youth Ranch.

The Florida Sheriffs’ Self-Insurance Fund
(FSSIF), which provides a broad range of coverage
for Sheriffs and their deputies, was created in 1978
through the joint efforts of Association officials and
John E. Hunt and Associates, a Tallahassee insur-
ance firm. Since that time, with the Hunt firm act-
ing as administrator under the supervision of
Sheriffs appointed to a FSSIF Board, costs have
been held down, while benefits and limits of liability
have steadily increased. Unique features of defense
and control not normally found in Sheriffs’ liability
coverage have also been added. Lowered premiums

probation if they committed a serious crime while carrying a gun.

years, spinoffs from the original fund have provided
automobile risk coverage and group health insur-
ance. A discounted program of state-required Work-
er’'s Compensation coverage is also being provided.
The Hunt firm became Hunt Insurance Group, Inc.,
in 1984, but this did not change its role as fund
administrator.

1980 A long FSA crusade finally reached a
successful conclusion when the Florida Legislature
was persuaded to pass a law banning the noncrimi-
nal mentally ill from county jails.

1981 Florida Sheriff's Youth Camp, a new
Florida Sheriffs Youth Fund venture, held its first
summer camp sessions. It later expanded to serve
nearly 500 youth per year at a site near Barberville.

1982 For the first time in its 72-year history
FSA acquired a home of its own — a handsome
cedar-paneled office building amid giant oak and
pine trees on Tallahassee’s Mahan Drive. Moving
day was February 10.

James York, former Commissioner of the Flori-
da Department of Law Enforcement, became FSA’s
first full-time Director of Legal Services on Novem-
ber 1. John A. Madigan, Jr., who had been the Asso-
ciation’s legal advisor for many years on a part-time
basis, continued to hold the title of General Counsel
and was retained in an advisory capacity.

ll have saved Sheriffs millions of dollars. Over the
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In 1977 Governor Reubin Askew proclaimed October 2-8
as Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch Week to commemorate
the 20th anniversary of the Boys Ranch. On hand to wit-
ness the signing of the proclamation were Paul Lemire, 9,
a Boys Ranch resident; and Leonard Russek, a CPA who
was one of the first boys enrolled at the Ranch in 1959.

1 985 With encouragement and assistance from
FSA, the people who run Florida’s jails organized the
Florida Jail Administrators Association.

1986 Florida Sheriffs Youth Fund, Inc., was
reorganized as Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches, Inc.,
and Caruth Camp, a wilderness camping venture
near Inglis/Yankeetown, became the newest addition
to the lineup of child care facilities sponsored by FSA.

Seminars draw over 800

198 7 Greatly enhanced Regional Training
Seminars sponsored annually by FSA enrolled over
800 Sheriffs and deputies from 64 counties. This
year’s seminars were held in five cities and covered
technical aspects of fiscal accounts, personnel regu-
lations and civil process.

1988 F'SA’s political complexion continued to
change dramatically when Florida voters elected 23
Republican Sheriffs (a record number) and 42
Democrats. Prior to the 1960s all Sheriffs were
Democrats. A few Republicans were elected in the
1960s, and the trend continued in the 1970s. There

were 16 Republican Sheriffs prior to the 1988 elec-
tions.

Former Suwannee County Sheriff J. M. “Buddy”
Phillips, Jr., a law enforcement professional with 25
years of comprehensive experience in Florida’s crim-
inal justice system, was appointed Executive Direc-
tor of F'SA on April 4. He filled a vacancy created by
the retirement of Berwin Williams.

Crack cocaine crackdown

1 989 A crack cocaine task force organized by
F'SA staged a record-breaking statewide drug bust
that resulted in 2,224 arrests on July 1 and 2. Con-
fiscated in the “Operation Rockpile” sweep were 322
vehicles, 48 firearms, $60,534 in cash, and a large
quantity of illegal drugs. The carefully planned oper-
ation — first in a series — involved 1,500 officers
from Sheriff's’ Offices and police departments.

1 990 F'SA presented its first annual Deputy of
the Year awards on July 10 after considering nomi-
nees from all areas of the state.

FSA broadened its membership spectrum by
allowing Florida business firms to become support-
ing dues-paying members in three categories:
bronze, $50 a year; silver, $250; and gold, $500.

Sheriffs’ legal advisors developed guidelines to
implement a new contraband forfeiture law during a
workshop sponsored by FSA on December 14 and 15.

Child care project #6

1991 Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranch Braden-
ton/Sarasota became the sixth FSA-sponsored child
care facility operated by the Florida Sheriffs Youth
Ranches, Inc.

Encouraged by FSA, Sheriffs, State Attorneys
and victims’ rights groups organized STOP (Stop
Turning Out Prisoners) to oppose the early release of
violent inmates caused by severe overcrowding in
the state prison system. STOP organizers began urg-
ing the Governor and the Florida Legislature to pro-
vide funding for more prisons after a survey revealed
that 45 homicides had been committed by early
release inmates who were known to be violent.

FSA held the first annual workshop for Sheriffs’
executive secretaries in Tallahassee December 3 and
4. Fifty-nine registered for the two-day session.

All Points Bulletin, a new FSA publication edited
by Tom Berlinger, the Association’s Director of Oper-
ational Services, came off the press for the first time
this year. It keeps Sheriffs and deputies informed
about law enforcement initiatives and innovations
on a quarterly basis.
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Steeds have
status

When law enforcement §
became modernized
and computerized,

L
FLORIDA

patrol cars, motorcycles,
ATVs, helicopters and air-
planes, but they did not

entirely lose their historic status as
patrol “vehicles.” Many Sheriffs continued to
use mounted patrols for crowd control,
search and rescue missions, and similar |
assignments. In 1991, two Orange County
deputy sheriffs, Terry Brewer (left) and Randy
McKendree, demonstrated the calibre of Flori-
da’s tall-in-the-saddle deputies by entering
their steeds in the Seventh Annual National Mounted
Police Competition. They returned to Orlando with
eight awards for excellence in equitation, gymkhana,
and obstacle encounters.

TRIAD-Help for the elderly

1992 FSA teamed up with the Florida Police
Chiefs Association and the American Association of
Retired Persons (TRIAD) to pass a Seniors and Law-
men Together (SALT) resolution. As a result of this
action, the three organizations were committed to
reducing criminal victimization of the elderly.

FSA held its first annual Administrative Man-
agement Training Seminar in Jacksonville, Febru-
ary 16-18. It was organized by Gary Perkins, FSA’s
Director of Administrative Services, with assistance
from Sheriffs’ administrative personnel.

A series of workshops to help Florida’s law
enforcement agencies comply with the new federal
Americans with Disabilities Act was initiated by
FSA. The Florida Police Chiefs Association and
Florida Department of Law Enforcement were
cosponsors. The new law went into effect on July 26.

After Hurricane Andrew devastated large areas
of Dade County on August 24, FSA raised nearly
$10,000 for the benefit of law enforcement and cor-
rections officers who sustained losses. In the wake of
the storm nearly 1,500 volunteers from Sheriffs’
Offices in all areas of the state assisted relief efforts
and provided emergency equipment such as genera-
tors, helicopters and mobile command posts.

FSA introduced a law enforcement membership
program that allows Sheriffs’ employees and crimi-
nal justice personnel to become dues-paying mem-
bers of the Association. Previously membership was
limited to Sheriffs, private citizens and business
firms.

New lease/purchase
program begins

1992 This was the year the Sheriffs Associa-
tion began assisting Sheriffs with funding of their
equipment needs by offering a new lease/purchase
program, and the response was enthusiastic. During
the next two years this program enabled Sheriffs to
finance purchases totaling over $11 million. Thus
they were able to acquire vehicles, helicopters, com-
puters, communications equipment and other “big
ticket” items that would have been very difficult for
them to purchase outright or through traditional
financing. Utilization of this “budget stretcher” is
steadily increasing, and it appears that the Associa-
tion has added one more “winner” to the long list of
services offered to Sheriffs.

1993 FSA began awarding annual scholar-

ships on July 20. One of the $1,000 grants went to
the Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches, one to a youth
enrolled in a Sheriff’s explorer program, and three to
criminal justice majors who are the children of full-
time Sheriffs’ employees.

Bids save “bucks”

1993’1‘0 provide Sheriffs and other Florida law
enforcement agencies with economically priced pur-
suit and utility vehicles, the Sheriffs Association
began soliciting competitive bids from manufactur-
ers in 1993. Hundreds of vehicles were purchased at
bargain prices during the first two years this pro-
gram was in effect, and impressive savings were
experienced by the purchasers. Chalk this up as one
more valuable addition to the Association’s “arse-
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The Manatee County Sheriff’s Office Boot Camp was a pilot program.

nal” of services. FSA began holding annual police
car evaluation conferences in 1993 in cooperation
with the Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office. This
gives fleet managers and purchasing agents a
unique opportunity to inspect, compare, and even
test-drive the pre-model year police pursuit vehicles
manufactured by Ford, General Motors and
Chrysler. After attending this conference, fleet
managers are able to make educated, financially re-
sponsible purchase decisions.

Boot Camps created

1993 When juvenile crime became a major

problem in Florida, Sheriffs responded by establish-
ing boot camps to change the attitudes and life
styles of habitual young offenders. Through disci-
pline, education and counseling they gave teen age
lawbreakers a chance to turn their lives around, and
in many instances their efforts paid off. The Mana-
tee County Sheriff’'s Office Boot Camp was a pilot
program, setting a pattern for similar projects in
Pinellas, Escambia, Martin and Volusia Counties.
As months passed, other counties became involved,
and the creation of boot camps became one more
example of the way Sheriffs work together through
their association to achieve commendable goals.

FLASH network

1 994 Responding to an urgent need expressed
by Columbia County Sheriff Tom Tramel, the Sher-
iffs Association began developing a computer-to -
computer network designed to link all Sheriffs’
Offices. It was code named FLASH, and became
operational on a limited basis in 1994. The original
purpose was to coordinate transportation of jail
inmates statewide so that this complex function

could be made more efficient. However, plans have
been developed to expand the capabilities far
beyond the original concept. Consequently it is
anticipated that FLASH will not only improve dis-
aster relief and mutual aid, but also serve as a
source of sharing of intelligence information about
lawbreakers, keep Sheriffs informed about training
opportunities, and “deliver” electronic mail.
FLASH is on the cutting edge of progressive law
enforcement — strictly state-of-the-art — but from
an historic perspective it is simply one more step
toward the goal the Association's organizers set in
1910, namely to bring Sheriffs in closer touch with
each other for their mutual benefit, and for the ben-
efit of Florida’s citizens.

Accreditation commission
founded

1_995 Many years ago the Sheriffs Association
was a leader in establishing minimum standards for
law enforcement officers. That was step one in
upgrading the performance level of Florida’s law
enforcement agencies, and now the Association is
actively involved in step two — a process called
accreditation. This five-syllable word simply means
setting minimum standards for the administration
and operation of Sheriffs’ Offices, and the results
will not only enhance the quality of law enforce-
ment, but also reassure taxpayers that they are get-
ting the best possible service. The Sheriffs
Association initiated the program and has now
joined with the Florida Police Chiefs Association to
establish a statewide Florida Law Enforcement
Accreditation Program administered by an indepen-
dent commission.
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Deputies, teachers,
children and retirees
keep “Wheels of
Excellence” rolling along

LAUDERDALE LAKES — Most of the time there is lit-
tle that distinguishes Oriole Elementary School from the
rest of Broward County’s public school buildings.

However, four times during the school year — at the
end of each grading period — an exciting award ceremo-
ny transforms this ordinary campus into a shining exam-
ple of volunteerism and educational achievement.

Here’s what happens:

The auditorium is packed to the walls with students,
teachers, parents, public officials, school board members,
retirees and deputy sheriffs. It's obvious that this is not
just an ordinary school assembly because of all the visit-
ing adults, and also because of the bicycles parked there.
Songs and speeches open the program, but the high point
arrives when 39 students, the top achievers from 39
classrooms, step forward one by one to receive bicycles as
awards for outstanding classroom accomplishments.

Some of the award winners bolt from their seats as
though shot from a cannon. Others come forward crying
tears of joy, while adults applaud and weep a little too.

This is a touching, heart-warming scene and it has a
history that dates back to 1993 when deputy sheriffs,
educators and retirees started “Wheels of Excellence,” a
grass roots project that involves and benefits children
and adults.

“Wheels of Excellence” was the brainchild of
Broward County Deputy Sheriff Vincent Maiello. He
described it to his supervisors, Sgt. Pete Gado and Sgt.
Gary Ayers, and they got approval from District 4 Chief

Leader Dan Ray-
mond (left) and
members of the
bicycle repair
crew from Oak-
land Villas
received distin-
guished service
awards for their
volunteer work.
Pictured with Ray-
mond are (from
left) George Pin-
cus, Aqua Palmer,
Phil Goldman and
Terry Maggio.

Broward County Sheriff Ron Cochran (center) with “Wheels of
Excellence” originator Vince Maiello (right) and School Board Spe-
cial Investigator Stokes.

Dale Adams. Then Maiello enlisted Deputies Dave
Boros, Thomas Hutchinson and Woody Broadhurst as
his assistants.

Also brought into the project were elderly residents
of Oakland Villas, a retirement community, and Oriole
Elementary School Principal Jeanette Robinson.

As new recruits were added, deputy Maiello
described how the project would work. He explained that
surplus bicycles selected from the hundreds impounded
each year by the Broward County Sheriff’'s Office would
be delivered to volunteer retirees at Oakland Villas, who
would help to repair and rebuild them for presentation as
awards to outstanding students at the elementary
school.

To put the plan into action, loads of salvageable bikes
were delivered to Oakland Villas retirees who had volun-
teered as repairmen under the leadership of Dan Ray-
mond. Deputies also joined the repair crew in their spare
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time, and the grimy, knuckle-skinning job of resurrect-
ing battered,abused bicycles got under way.

Laboring long and faithfully, the volunteer repair-
men produced 39 “good as new” two-wheelers which
were then delivered to Oriole Elementary School. Mean-
while, teachers had been choosing one outstanding stu-
dent from each of the 39 classrooms, setting a date for
the first “Wheels of Excellence” award ceremony, then
notifying the award winners and their parents.

During the 1993-94 school term 156 bicycle awards
were presented at four end-of-grading-period cere-
monies. And now, during the current school term,
“Wheels of Excellence” is still rolling along at a brisk
pace.

“It has been so successful with the children and
elderly retirees that we have been almost overwhelmed
by requests from other schools,” said Sgt. Pete Gado. “It
is also a rewarding experience for the deputies, all of
whom are seasoned veterans with 20 years or more of
duty. Guys like us don’t normally get so deeply involved
this late in their careers.”

A master of modesty

SARASOTA — Sheriff Geoff Monge is a master of mod-
esty. Asked recently how the Sarasota County Sheriff’s
Office fared in the 27th Annual Florida Law Enforce-
ment Olympics, he merely said “we did well.”

Probing revealed that 80 employees returned from
the Olympics with 58 gold, 50 silver and 35 bronze
medals, after capturing second place among the state’s
largest law enforcement agencies — those with more
than 250 sworn officers.

Monge, who was born April 2, 1945, and will reach
the big “five oh” in 1995, set a fine example by winning
gold medals in the 1600 and Sprint Medley Relays,
Javelin, High Jump and 200 Meter Run; and silver
medals in the 400 Relay, Shot, Hurdles and 400 Meter
event.

Held in Tallahassee, the Olympics involved 3,500
certified officers from 142 city, county, state and federal
law enforcement agencies.

Monge-led men and women placed first in
1986,1987, and 1988 when Sarasota County was in Divi-
sion II, competing against agencies with less than 250
sworn officers. After graduating to Division I and com-
peting against larger agencies in 1989, the Sarasota SO
advanced from fifth place that year to second place in
1994. Yes Geoff, well done!

Fax Circuit alerts merchants

TAVARES — Lake County merchants are less likely to
get ripped off now that the Merchants Intelligence Unit
of the Sheriff’s Office is feeding information into a coun-
tywide “fax circuit.”

To keep the circuit up and running, Detective Nick
Pallito gathers information about crime trends, scams

o\ 4

Newcomer greeted with a check
BROOKSVILLE — When Dr. Robert W. Judson, the new president of
Pasco-Hernando Community College, attended a Junior Deputy
breakfast, he was greeted with a check from the Thomas A. Mylan-
der Junior Deputy Schelarship Fund. The check was presented by
Hernando County Sheriff Tom Mylander (left).

and ripoffs, then warns merchants by sending out fac-
simile messages. The information comes from law
enforcement agencies in and around Lake County, and
from the merchants themselves.

For example, when banks in other counties were
being hit by fraudulent scams, and thieves were stealing
nitrous oxide from dentists, the bankers and dentists in
Lake County were duly warned. From Pollito’s point of
view, forewarned is forearmed.

Slaying of American lawmen
began over 200 years ago

U.S. Marshal Robert Forsyth, the first American
law enforcement officer killed in the line of duty, is long
gone but not forgotten. A wreath laying ceremony held
at the National Law Enforcement Officers’ Memorial in
Washington, D.C. on January 11, 1994, kept alive the
memory of his supreme sacrifice.

Appointed as one of the 13 original U.S. Marshals by
President George Washington, Forsyth was serving
court papers in a civil suit when he was shot and killed.
The slaying occurred in Augusta, Georgia, on January
11, 1794, and the 40-year-old marshal was survived by a
wife and two sons. One of his sons, John Forsyth, later
became the governor of Georgia.

According to U.S. Marshals Service Records, Bever-
ly and William Allen, the two brothers responsible for
the murder, were arrested at the scene of the crime.
Later they escaped and were never recaptured.

Since the death of Robert Forsyth more than 13,000
American law enforcement officers have been killed in
the line of duty, and their names have been engraved on
the National Law Enforcement Officers’ Memorial. In
1993, 151 names were added.

— From Sheriff, official publication of
the National Sheriffs Association
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92-year-old ex-Sheriff
knew when to “fold”

QUINCY — In politics, as in poker, you gotta know when
to hold and when to fold. That may be the reason former
Gadsden County Sheriff Otho Edwards is still “ticking”
at 92 and shows no wear and tear from his 32-year law
enforcement career. When the business of “Sheriffing”
began to get more violent and complex, he apparently
decided it was time to “fold”.

Ironically, his chief deputy, Robert Martin, who suc-
ceeded him in 1969, died of a heart attack that was said
to have been brought on by the stress of anti-segregation
riots two years later.

Edwards, who retired at the end of 1968, is living a
quiet but active life and shows no scars except the ones a
surgeon created during a knee replacement. He is
believed to be Florida’s oldest living ex-Sheriff, and holds
a legendary position in the political arena.

After serving eight years as a deputy sheriff, he lost
his first race against an older opponent who told the vot-
ers: “Just give me one chance (term) and I'll let Otho
have it after that.” The sympathy appeal worked for M.
P. Luten, but he died in 1943 before the end of his first
term, and Edwards was appointed as his successor.

From that point on, Edwards had a successful politi-
cal carecer that covered more than 24 years, and never
lost another race. He was elected in 1944, and reelected
five more times. He recalls that he was unopposed three
of those times, and never had a runoff during the three
times he was opposed.

W. A. Woodham, the present Gadsden County Sher-
iff, marvels at the finality with which Edwards dropped
out of politics and law enforcement in 1968. “When Otho
retired,” said Woodham, “he really retired.”

Edwards has no regrets about retiring when he was
in his political prime, and the current wave of violent

A 1952 edition of the Florida Sheriffs Association's yearbook
helped Gadsden County Sheriff W. A. Woodham (left) and former
Sheriff Otho Edwards to draw contrasts between law enforcement
then and now. In 1952, Edwards was nearing the end of his second
full four-year term, and Woodham was an 11-year-old schoolboy.

crime convinces him that he picked a good time to hang
up his badge.

“This business of kids carrying guns to school really
scares me,” he said recently. Then he recalled his own
era of law enforcement when putting moonshiners out of
business was a law enforcement priority, and jail crowd-
ing was not a problem except perhaps on weekends when
numerous drunk and disorderly arrests were customary.

Violence did flare up from time to time, and when a
young white woman was raped by three black men Gads-

Although he has already been in office longer than any of
Florida’s current Sheriffs, and in spite of the fact that he has long
been recognized as the “dean” of his badge-wearing associates,
Gadsden County Sheriff W. A. Woodham recently announced
that he is planning to run for another four-year term in [996.

Appointed Sheriff in 1971 following the death of Robert Mar-
tin, Woodham has been elected to six four-year terms and
(counting his time as an appointee) he is now serving his 24th
year.

After graduating from Florida State University in 1965 with a
degree in criminology and corrections, he began his criminal jus-
tice career with the Florida Highway Patrol in 1966. Later he
doffed his uniform to become an assistant counselor for the
Gadsden County Juvenile Court, and in 1971 he acquired his

Woodham’s not ready to “fold”

Sheriff's badge by appointment of the governor.

One of his career highlights occurred when his heroic
actions led to the apprehension of a kidnapper who had attacked
a police officer. This led to an award from the Big Bend Law
Enforcement Association.

In numerous ways Woodham's career parallels that of
Otho Edwards. Both have been elected six times, and both are
past presidents of the Florida Sheriffs Association. VVoodham
has had a criminal justice career of 28 years and will top 33 years
if he serves out his anticipated seventh four-year term.

Edwards, with eight years as a deputy and 25 years plus as
an appointed and elected Sheriff, exceeded 33 years in his crim-
inal justice career.
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den county came close to having a lynching. However,
the wheels of justice prevailed and the three men were
eventually executed. Cases of this calibre were relative-
ly rare, however, and the Gadsden County crime scene
was downright placid compared to the current warlike
status. Edwards recalled that he needed only two
deputies and two patrol cars to keep the peace during the
early part of his career.

Currently, Sheriff Woodham commands a force that
includes 17 uniformed deputies, one chief deputy, four
school resource officers, four plain clothes investigators,
three court bailiffs and 34 certified corrections officers.
In his vehicle fleet there are 21 marked patrol cars,
seven unmarked cars. Two additional cars and two vans
are used for transporting jail inmates to and from court.

Dramatic changes have taken place, but Otho

Edwards is placidly content on the sidelines with his
yard work, his four fishing poles, and his weekday trips
downtown to take a coffee break with an old friend. His
wife’s death brought a sad and abrupt change to his
lifestyle in 1978, but he has apparently adjusted to the
demands of bachelorhood. He prepares some of his own
meals, eats in restaurahts part of the time, and copes
with household chores.

Going fishing in a well stocked pond he and his son
built is his favorite form of recreation. “I brought home
24 bream the other day,” he recently told an interviewer.

“What was the worst thing that happened to you in
your career? the interviewer inquired.

“Losing an election,” he replied.

“What was the best thing?”

“Winning,” he said.

Sgt. Rod Reder interviews a Sheriff's motorman while Steve
McClure captures the scene on tape. (photo by Tom McGuigan)

Award-winning TV
program shows public
what makes the
Sheriff’s Office “tick”

By Steve McClure, Associate Producer/Director
Hillsborough County Cable Communications

TAMPA — Capitalizing on the popularity of television
“cop shows,” the Hillsborough County Sheriff’'s Office
has joined forces with the county’s Cable Communica-
tions Department to produce an award-winning TV pro-
gram that is packed with public information.

Known as “Sheriff’s Office Spotlight,” the show
began production in February, 1994. It gives viewers an
eye witness look at their county law enforcement profes-
sionals in action, taking them behind the scenes with
action-packed footage and informative interviews.

Sheriff Cal Henderson views “Spotlight” as a posi-

Later Reder and McClure edited the footage. (Photo by Tom
McGuigan)

tive public awareness tool. Its main goal is to inform the
public about Sheriff's Office functions. Introducing citi-
zens to deputies who are sworn to protect and serve them
is an additional benefit.

Shows produced in 1994 focused on the Sheriff’s
Emergency Response Team, the K-9 section and the
Motor Unit. Next up is a program about the School Ser-
vices Section. Public response has been favorable.
Awards have been received from the Law Enforcement
Video Association, the International Association of Busi-
ness Communicators, the Florida Government Commu-
nicators Association and the International Television
Association,

Sgt. Rod Reder, from the Sheriff's Criminal Investi-
gation Bureau, is the show’s host. It is written and pro-
duced by Steve McClure, an associate producer and
director with the county’s Cable Communications
Department.

“Spotlight” airs on the Government Access cable TV
channels. New programs featuring Sheriff Henderson's
specialty units will be produced every two or three
months.
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Awards presented
to outstanding
citizens

BROOKSVILLE — Her-
nando County Sheriff Tom
Mylander, assisted by the
Sheriff’s Office honor
guard, honored four adults
and an 11-year-old girl
with Outstanding Citizen- |
ship Awards in recognition
of good and heroic deeds.
Here's what they did to
qualify for the awards:

Kristen Worden, the
11-year-old girl, really paid attention when a doctor vis-
ited her fifth grade class to give the students a lesson in
cardio pulmonary resuscitation (CPR). Three days later
she performed CPR successfully on her 2-year-old step-
sister who nearly drowned after falling into a swimming
pool.

Eugene Miller also used CPR on a baby rescued from
a swimming pool, and the baby revived just as para-
medics arrived.

Richard Boork and John Galzerano assisted Deputy
Pat Bassett in placing a belligerent motorist under
arrest. The motorist had attacked Bassett when the
deputy was attempting to issue a parking ticket.

Richard North helped Sgt. David Beall to handcuff
an unruly motorist, and kept the situation from escalat-
ing into a bruising battle.

A winner in nationwide competition
BROOKSVILLE — Sheriff Thomas A. Mylander (center) shares the
limelight with deputies Jim Powers (left) and Rick Johnson, after
the Hernando County Sheriff's Office won a first place award in a
nationwide contest sponsored by the International Association of
Chiefs of Police to promote safety belt use. Countywide seat belt
safety activities involving numerous law enforcement agencies
were coordinated by a coalition in which deputy Johnson served as
chairman. He was also given credit for creating “Buckle Up
Bunny,” a bigger-than-life campaign mascot. (The trophy held by
Sheriff Mylander is transparent and practically invisible in this
photo, but the editor of the STAR guarantees that it's there.)

Sheriff Tom Mylander (left rear), assisted by the Sheriff’'s Office
honor guard, presented awards to (front row, from left) Richard
North, Eugene Miller, Kristen Worden, Richard Brook and John
Galzerano.

Former Monroe
County Sheriff
dies

KEY WEST — Former Monroe
County Sheriff Reace A.
Thompson died on September
14 at the age of 71. He was
elected Sheriff in 1964, and
served a four-year term.

Prior to becoming Monroe
County’s chief law enforce- This photo of former Mon-
ment officer l?e was employed ?ng;r::oﬁ:g:;::::ﬁ
by the Sheriff's Office as a the March, 1968, issue of
radio operator, road patrol- The Sheriff's Star.
man, criminal court bailiff,
and head of the civil division. Key West residents still |
remember his election campaign slogan: “Make peace |
with Reace.”

Prior to his law enforcement career, Thompson |
worked as a pipe fitter. He was also in the seafood busi-
ness.

During World War 11, Thompson served in the U.S.
Army Air Force with Chennault’s “Flying Tigers.” |
While flying “the hump” over India, Burma and China,
he was awarded the Purple Heart, Distinguished Fly- |
ing Cross and Silver Star Medal. |

“He was a very sincere person . . . very con- ‘

|

cerned about the Sheriff's Office,” said Monroe County
Sheriff Richard Roth, who was hired as a radio dis-
patcher under Thompson. He worked his way up to his
present position by serving as a patrol deputy, detec-
tive, sergeant, lieutenant, captain and major. Roth has
been Monroe County’s Sheriff since June, 1990. |
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(813) 385-2035
(813) 247-0980
(904) 547-2290
(407) 569-8344
(904) 482-9017
(904) 997-0756
(904) 294-1190
(904) 343-9474
(813) 335-9391
(904) 922-3337
(904) 486-5116
(904) 643-2402
(904) 973-2059
(813) 749-5401
(904) 620-7209
(407) 220-7015
(305) 292-7070
(904) 225-9189
(904) 651-8043
(813) 763-7157
(407) 836-3709
(407) 348-1161
(407) 688-3027
(813) 844-7742
(813) 587-6400
(813) 534-6329
(904) 329-0448
(904) 829-5882
(407) 489-5851
(904) 626-0249
(813) 951-5016
(407) 330-6654
(904) 793-0220
(904) 364-1953
(904) 584-7017
(904) 496-1535
(904) 736-5986
(904) 926-2224
(904) 892-8195
(904) 638-6184

FLORIDA SHERIFFS YOUTH RANCHES
Boys Ranch, Youth Villa, Youth Ranches, Youth Camps

Boys Ranch, FL 32060
FAX: (904) 842-2429

(904) 842-5501 + Central Office -
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A Commission Charter suitable for framing was provid-
ed by Charlotte County Sheriff Richard Worch, and
signed by the Commission members. Copies will be
given to the Commission members.

FSA’s 85-year quest for
quality continues with
the founding of
Commission on Accreditation

the primary goal of the Florida Sheriffs Association

throughout its 85-year history. This quest for quali-
ty resulted in the founding of the Florida Sheriffs Bureau
in 1955, and the Florida Law Enforcement Academy in
1963.

Later on It was a prime factor in the creation of mini-
mum standards for Florida's law enforcement officers; and
it emerged again on January 17 and 18, 1995, when the
Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs Associa-
tion established the Commission on Florida Law Enforce-
ment Accreditation.

Meeting in Tallahassee, the 11-member commission

To improve the quality of law enforcement has been

elected St. Johns County Sheriff Neil Perry as its chairman

and Hallandale Police Chief Ken Wagner as its Vice Chair-
man. Chief Wagner is the president of the Police Chiefs
Association.

After the election, a charter was adopted and steps
were taken to incorporate. More than two years of
research by Sheriffs, Police Chiefs and members of their
staffs preceded this action.

St. Johns County Sheriff Neil Perry

One by one the Commission members advanced
to the podium and signed the charter.

Alachua County Sheriff Stephen Oelrich

In future sessions the Commission will set high pro-
fessional standards for Florida’s law enforcement agencies
and establish procedures for these agencies to become
accredited.

Many of Florida’s enforcement entities have already
achieved accreditation on the national level, and the set-
ting of similar, but not conflicting, state standards will pro-
vide another mark of excellence adapted to Florida's needs.

The Commission is composed of four Sheriffs, four
police chiefs, and representatives from The Association of
Counties, The League of Cities and the judiciary. Charter
members are pictured inside the front cover,
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