

















Oh, to be 18 again.
Deputies from Collier, Seminole
and St. Lucie counties had a taste of
the younger life when they posed as
high-school seniors and hung out at a
Collier County high school just long
enough to bust 15 of their “class-
mates” for drugs.

Deputy Brian Russell, age 23,
posed as a high-school student from
August 23 until October 10 in “Opera-
tion Crime Free Schools.” In addition
to the students, 10 non-students were
also in custody, and eight were being
sought.

During the two-month period,
students and others offered to sell the
deputies drugs including marijuana,
cocaine, L.SD and illegal sedatives.

The investigation was the result
of the concern over ready availability
of drugs in the schools. In May 1995,
a deputy went undercover in one of
the high schools as a test run and was
offered drugs a dozen times. This
convinced authorities to widen the
scope of the investigation and to con-
tinue it in the new school year. The
investigation was a cooperative effort
between the Collier County School
District and the Collier County Sher-
iff’s Office.

Sheriff Don Hunter of Collier
County asked to borrow a deputy
from the St. Lucie County Sheriff’s
Office to prevent his own deputies
from being recognized. Sheriff Bobby
Knowles chose Brian Russell because
of his youthful appearance.

School’s in

“We had to do whatever was
required of us in class,” Russell says.
That included standing up and
answering questions about home-

Deputy Brian Russell, St. Lucie county

work or class assignments. Although
the principal was in on the investiga-
tion, he says, the teachers had no idea
of the deputies’ identities.

Asked how it felt, Russell says, “It
was weird at first. I've lived at Ft.
Pierce all my life, so I've never been
the new kid at school. That'’s what it
felt like.”

Because the sting lasted only
eight weeks, the deputies didn’t have
to deal with the dating scene. “It gave
us just enough time to do what we
needed to do, but we didn’t have to get
on the personal level. We didn't have
to deal with homecoming or explain
why we weren't going.”

The school that Russell and oth-
ers were assigned provided a good
case study. “They had all kinds of
kids,” he says. And all had their own
“uniform” of sorts.

“Some wore jeans with an
untucked T-shirt,” he says. “Some
wore hippy-looking clothes. And there
was a group that wore their hair long,
so I didn’t look out of place in my blue
jeans, T-shirt and tennis shoes.”

Taking on an identify was fairly
easy, he says. He and the other
deputies pretended to group together
because they were all new to the

school. “We just went in and estab-
lished who we were.”

The way they located their target
was to tell other students they were
new in town and wanted to know
what was happening that weekend.
Some would talk about social get-
togethers, others beer parties, and
others pot parties.

“We'd act like we just wanted to
know who's going where and they'd
tell us this movie’s good, this bowling
alley’s good. Or they'd say there’s a
big pot party this weekend. You just
read whatever kid you were talking
to.”

Extracurricular activities

Going to school was mostly to
establish credibility, Russell says.
“Just because we were sitting next to
this kid in school, we were one of
them.” The most productive times for
him, though, were the weekends and
nights. The accepted mobile lifestyle
of today’s teenager helped them pull
it off.

“(Digital) pagers are a big deal
with kids these days, so it was not
uncommon for us to have pagers.
We'd tell them to give us a page —
we'll be out at the mall.”

They started buying drugs from
other students and attempted to find
out their source. “We were accepted
by them. They had no idea who we
were.”

Asked to name the hardest part
of the undercover work, Russell says,
“The most difficult part about it was
just trying to keep my 18-year-old life
separate from my 23-year-old life. I
really had to watch myself every time
I was out of my room. We just didn't
know who might see us.”

For example, he says, “I had to be
18 just to get up and go to breakfast.
That was difficult to get used to, but
you never knew if you went to
McDonald's and some kid might rec-
ognize you.”

See you in class, man.
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FSA executive director Buddy
Phillips congratulates Sheriff
Bob Milner of Bradford Coun-
ty, who received a plaque for
his department’s exemplary
auto safety record. The
plaque was presented on
behalf of the Florida Sheriffs
Automobile Risk Program, a
self insurance fund.

B S AN

year's mid-winter confer-

of the Florida Shenffs Assnclatlun S Vinna e Dors Glover:

ISAnnualiMid=WinterzGonference

January 28 - 31, Jacksonville
Marina Hotel 6 Conference Center
at St. John's Piace

ference was an opportunity for Sheriffs to come together to dis-

cuss serious issues and share a few light-hearted moments in
between meetings. We've compiled a collage of moments caught on
camera to give readers some insight into the important events and
topics of discussion. As you'll note — beyond the presentation of
awards and thunderous applause — the ties that bind Sheriffs
Sheriff Everett Rice {Ien). Pinellas County, and FSA  throughout Florida include a deep appreciation of each other’s work
I:::gifzr: fhg‘:lz:ﬂ:f&%?:‘i ?_-:g:?:; g;%m}lmhg:‘ﬁt: and a tremendous level of respect for the office of Sheriff.
Revenue during Operation Deadbeat Parents. Larry

Fuchs (center), director of the agency, accepted the
award on behalf of his department.

The Florida Sheriffs Association’s 83rd Annual Mid-Winter Con-

From left, Wayne Kocher and Joe Hayden, from J.H. Ericsson, Inc.; Ja

FSA president Tom Mylander (left) congratu- 2 C
lates Carl Stauffer and his wife, Louise. Stauf- Health Services; and Bob Mays, Unisys, all received plaques for their long
fer, who has worked for the FSAmoraﬂmndo of the Florida Sheriffs Association.

years, was made Honorary Sheriff, the associa-
tion's highest award.
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\ \ Sen. Jim Horne (R-Jacksonville) ' 3
2 =1 Broward County Sheriff Ron Cochran L
Pollt Connty Sheriff Larry Crow Sheriff Neil Perry,

Sheriffs, lawmakers and even a young man from the Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranch- Sohne County

es were among those who addressed Sheriffs and guests during this year's mid-
winter conference. Charles Stevens, left, graduated with honors from high school
and is currently attending Valdosta State College with a 3.8 grade point average.
Age 22, Stevens was invited to tell Florida Sheriffs about his struggle and what
the Youth Ranch has meant in his life. “They gave me a future to look forward to,”
Stevens says. “I'm proof that Youth Ranches works.” Though his presentation
was brief, he received a standing ovation.

At right, Sgt. Bob Diemer, coordinator of the FSA Task Force, briefs the Sheriffs

about “Operation Medicine Cabinet,” which took place March 18 - 24. The goal

was to remove expired or unused medication within households across the state.

Diemer stressed that unused medication can be stolen and re-sold in the drug

market and expired medications pose an unnecessary toxic health hazard to both
Charles Stevens elderly and young children.

Sgt. Bob Diemer

EMSA CORRECTIONAL CARE’

&mmmemmm
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The mid-winter conference prompted some thoughtful =< W : e
moments for sheriffs :

During their breaks, Sheriffs toured the vendor
exhibits. This year's vendor participation was a
record with more than 90 booths. Here Alachua
County Sheriff Stephen Oelrich talks with Kim
Wiest, a sales representative with EMSA Correc-
tional Care.

The Sheriffs' Automobile Risk Program (SHARP) rec-
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Sex Crimes On The Internet:

What Parents Need to Know

By: Julie S. Bettinger

ometimes, Orange County
S Sheriff’s Office investigators
have to think like adolescents.

They sit at a computer and type
words that only a 12- or 13-year-old
would use. They ask naive ques-
tions and innocently share personal
details about their made-up lives
with one goal in mind: to snare
would-be pedophiles and child
molesters who are using the comput-
er and the Internet to target their
young victims.

“I'm not joking; we could work a
case a day if we had the time and the
resources to do it,” says Sgt. Ken-
neth Cox, supervisor of the sex
crimes/child abuse unit in Orange
County.

Cox says it’s a bigger problem
than most people know. And when
his investigators pose as children —
innocently entering private comput-
er online “chat rooms” with an adult
— they are often propositioned for
sex within the first 10 minutes.

Legislation is being proposed
this year by Rep. Bob Sindler (D-
Apopka) that would not only make it
easier to identify criminals, but also
to prosecute them. It’s being called
the “computer pedophile bill,” HB
1069.

There are many loopholes in the
current law that are thwarting pros-
ecutions. If deputies are posing as
children, a defense attorney could
argue that the defendant wasn’t
really proposing a lewd act on a
child. Investigators hope to change
the wording to clarify intent by stat-
ing it as “committing a lewd act on a
child or that which is believed to be
a child.” These changes would make
it much easier to prosecute.

10

Some of the other hurdles
include the fact that the statewide
prosecutor doesn’t work sexual-bat-
tery cases, and Cox says legislation
should help put that under their
realm of authority. That’s important
because the Internet is worldwide;
not everything happens in the Sher-
iff’s jurisdiction.

The legislation also seeks to
make the sending of pornography to
a child a third-degree felony and to
make it a felony to entice or lure a
child to participate in a lewd act,
exposure or sexual battery.

But legislation takes time, and
in the interim, law-enforcement offi-
cers are doing what they can to send
a message to criminals by catching
them in the act. Still, budgets are
tight, and Cox says the cost of many
hours using online services for
investigations add up.

Case studies

Sheriff Ken Beary’s Orange
County Office first became involved
in investigating sex crimes on the
Internet when a case was referred
by a Maryland investigator. A
young girl met a man while chatting
over the Internet. She was having
problems at home and confided in
him. He convinced her to run away
and even sent her a plane ticket.
When the two met, he took her to an
Orlando hotel room, raped and
sodomized her. Then he took her to
Miami, where she was eventually
able to escape. When she finally
made it home to Maryland, she
reported the incident to authorities.

The case has received wide
acclaim, including a feature in YM
magazine, which is geared to young
women age 15 to 24.
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Following his investigators’
involvement in solving the Mary-
land case, Sheriff Beary became con-
vinced to take a proactive approach
in combating this heinous crime. He
allotted time and resources for his
investigators to pursue other Inter-
net cases.

The new venture has created an
ongoing learning experience for Cox
and his deputies.

They’'ve learned that pedophiles
will first contact kids and try to low-
er their inhibitions by sending them
hundreds of sexually oriented pic-
tures. They groom them by explain-
ing sex techniques and take
advantage of the adolescent’s curios-
ity. Then, they try to convince the
child to meet them.

Cox says Orlando is a popular
target because many people travel
there for business or vacation, and
the pedophiles hope to start a rela-
tionship with a youth in a location
they are more likely to have the
opportunity to visit.

“The people involved in this sort
of thing are very computer literate,”
Cox says. They're also highly edu-
cated and affluent, with computer
service bills topping $300 to $400 a
month.

Something else that Cox and
others have learned is that gender
doesn’t matter. Investigators can
pose as a young boy or girl and be
solicited quickly by an adult, who is
almost always male.




Devious ways

Children are such easy targets,
Cox says, because even though they
continue to talk innocently, almost
self-consciously trying to avoid the
direction the conversation is taking,
the pedophile deviously continues to
steer them into discussing sex.

Sexual predators often use the
same tactics. They set themselves
up as the person who understands
the kid’s problems. And though
some get their sexual gratification
just by talking dirty to kids, Cox
says, “The ones who try to lure them
are the most scary.”

One of the common introduction
techniques a pedophile uses is
reviewing profiles on the child,
which are readily accessible through
a few taps on the keyboard.

“The kid might write that he
likes to have fun,and the (pedophile)
will ask, ‘What kind of fun do you
like to have? to engage them in con-
versation.”

Though addresses aren’t given
in profiles, Cox says, the online
pedophile will try to find out what
side of town the child lives on. And
if they are not far away, he says,
within a half hour of “chatting,” the
adult will ask the child to meet him
the same afternoon or the next day.

As unusual as it may seem, the
pedophiles don't try to disguise their
identities. They don’t hide the fact
they are adults, and very often will
even use their real names.

Criminals capitalizing on informa-
tion explosion

Because the technology is so
new, and agencies haven’t been able
to keep pace with the explosion of
cases, online pedophilia is predicted
to be one of the fastest-growing
crimes in the nation.

Law-enforcement agencies, with
their limited budgets and resources,
are struggling to keep up with the
technology and alert lawmakers to

new developments.

The worst part is that just as
software is being developed to block
pornography and law-enforcement
officers are finding ways to catch the
culprits, the criminals’ high-tech
knowledge is being put to work to
develop software and other tech-
niques to avoid being caught.

Until there’s regulation, it’s
open season for pedophiles.

“My impression is that it’s the
wild, wild West out there,” says Jack
Norris, an assistant attorney gener-
al in Attorney General Bob Butter-
worth’s office. “There’s very little, if
any, regulation of a whole new arena
of information and communication.

“I think law-enforcement offi-
cers are doing a great job of trying to
track down these pedophiliacs,” Nor-
ris says. Butterworth is also work-
ing diligently on the topic of online
crimes. He’s met with online service
providers, along with attorney gen-
erals from other states and the Fed-
eral Trade Commission, to discuss
the issues and try to enlist their
cooperation to help insulate children
from exposure to the extremely
objectionable material.

It’s a whole new arena, though,
Norris admits. “There are all kinds
of evidentiary rules; the problem of
jurisdictional rules.”

And parents can’t count on regu-
lation taking away the very real
threat of their children becoming a
target. Norris points to the fact that
efforts to regulate television are just
beginning to be taken seriously by
entertainment executives today.

Meanwhile, Internet cases con-
tinue to add up.

“We're just touching the tip of
the iceberg,” Cox says. The Florida
Department of Law Enforcement
has a full-time agent in Orlando who
is working on these types of cases.
The city of Orlando is also contem-
plating getting involved in Internet-
related crime investigations.

Parental guidance suggested

Parents who read about inci-
dents such as the Maryland case feel
helpless to defend against a similar
incident happening to their children.

Because Internet policing is a
new frontier, Norris says, “There
needs to be extra vigilance on the
part of parents, because the safety
systems haven't been set up.”

With the advent of two-income
households and the large number of
single working parents, he says chil-
dren will have access to information
they never dreamed of,

“Sometimes it’'s wonderful liter-
ature,” Norris says. “But it may also
be the most immoral information
they could get.”

Norris says parents should
restrict use of the computer until
there is a system set up. “They need
to supervise and participate with
their children’s use of the computer.
You just can’t put them in the corner
with it and let them do their thing.”

In explaining the dire conse-
quences, he says, “Would you take
your kid and drop them off at a strip
of nude bars and shows? No, you
wouldn’t. There are age limits on
certain activities, but there are no
age restrictions on computer use. If
parents don’t intercede, something’s
going to happen.”

Orange County’s Cox also has
advice for parents.

“Certainly awareness is one
issue,” says Cox. “The most impor-
tant thing is supervision. I would
never allow my child to be on that
computer unsupervised.”

Cox also recommends looking
into software that’s been developed
to lock kids out of certain areas of
the net. But like law enforcement,
parents need to be diligent in their
efforts and stay educated about new
developments. They must work to
beat computer pedophiles at their
own game. For their children’s sake.
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By: <Julie S. Bettinger

hink for a moment about how dif-

I ficult it is for an artist to draw

from an image in his or her mind.

Now imagine how much more difficult it

would be to draw from an image in
someone else’s mind.

It’s something that composite
artists have been doing for ages — inter-
viewing crime victims and witnesses
and piecing together an image so that
law-enforcement officers might recog-
nize a suspect on the street.

The art form has been taken a step
further in recent years through the
work of the National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children. This national
organization has designated law-
enforcement artists from Florida and
other states to use their skill to age-
progress school photos of missing chil-
dren to help people recognize children
who have been missing for three or
more years.

Florida's two age-progression
artists are located at the St. Johns
County Sheriff’s Office, and their work
appears on everything from milk car-
tons to direct-mail postcards — all over
the nation.

Vincent Russo, a detective in crimi-
nal investigations, was chosen as one of
the artists from a pool of 32 applicants
and has been developing his craft for the
past two years. Russo's experience in
composite pictures and his knowledge of
computer drawing programs helped him
win the first designation in Florida, he
says.

After completing 80 hours of course
work to learn the art, including inter-
viewing techniques and the special com-
puter software used for age progression,
Russo became a valuable tool for help-
ing to locate missing children through-
out the country.
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Now, he not only age-progresses
Florida kids’ photographs, he also works
on cases in states where no artist has yet
been established.

The caseload is unpredictable, he
says. “You may only have a couple in a
month, or you may have five in a week.
You may go two months without one.”

Missing children range in age from 2
or 3 months to 18 years. Most are age 12
to 16.

Russo says the biggest change in
children’s looks occur between the ages of
7 and 10. He says that by the time they
reach 14 or 15, the changes, especially in
females, slow down significantly.

Contrary to television and movie
portrayals, Russo says the computer does
not do all of the work. The computer does
make it much easier to piece certain fea-
tures together, and blend important fea-
tures from other photographs, but when
it comes to details such as replacing baby
teeth with permanent teeth — he has to
rely on his own drawing skills.

Progressing to a target age

Snapshots of the missing children,
pictures of his or her parents as children
and pictures of siblings are first electron-
ically scanned, converted into a computer
file and placed on the screen side-by-side.
The best photographs to work with are
school pictures, Russo says. “With school
pictures, everything is perfect. The back-
ground isn't distorted and the lighting is
right. They're taken indoors, and almost
every school picture is the same.”

Once scanned, Russo blends the
common features of the parents’ and sib-
lings’ pictures into the image of the miss-
ing child. He also tries to keep the same
facial proportions — eyes are the same
relative distance apart and the same rel-
ative distance from the nose, mouth,
ears, chin and jaw. When complete, the
face is usually longer, a bit thinner and
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lacking the baby fat that characterizes
the first five to seven years of a child’s
life. Finally, he adds the appropriate
hairstyle and clothing to match the age.

Although his work is rewarding,
Russo says he doesn’t get personally
involved in the cases, so he rarely finds
out if a child he has drawn is ever found.

The National Center For Missing
and Exploited Children reports that in
1988-89 — before computerized age pro-
gression — the center had a resolution
rate of about 66 percent. That rate now
stands at 78 percent, and officials
attribute much of the improvement to
the ability to age-progress pictures.

Helping locate
criminals, too

Russo’s art is also useful in other
aspects of law enforcement. In addition
to his work helping to find children, he
uses his skill to age-progress fugitives,
making changes to hair styles or facial
hair — features that might hinder a
law-enforcement officer’s ability to rec-
ognize them.

One point Russo tries to clarify
about composite drawing is that it's not
as simple as it appears in the movies.
“The victim doesn't just come into the
law-enforcement agency and start
describing the person,” Russo says.
Instead, the first thing they usually say
is, “I can’t remember what the guy
looked like.”

Once a few carefully crafted ques-
tions are posed, he says, the person will
usually start rambling. Some of the
more obvious features come out first,
but it's the subtle details that he has to
dig for.

A lot of the interviewing has to do
with getting the person to relax. Russo
also asks who the person reminded him
or her of — a celebrity, an uncle or
another relative? Sometimes he'll tap




into other senses, including the sense of
smell. The more senses involved in the
memory, the better the person is able to
piece it together, he says.

One case Russo remembers well is
that of a bank robber in St. Augustine
— one that investigators dubbed the
“gentleman bandit.” The man'’s compos-
ite, drawn by Russo, was featured in
“Unsolved Mysteries,” and the fugitive
was eventually caught in Georgia.

As the FBI agent involved with the
case was reviewing other files, he noted
Russo’s composite and asked the crimi-
nal if he had ever robbed a bank in St.
Augustine. The man said yes, and even-
tually several of St. Johns County’s cas-
es were solved.

Each composite is different, Russo
says. And the interview can take any-
where from two and a half to three
hours.

Details of the case help Russo
develop the right questions to ask.
Then, he says, “It's a matter of pulling
that information out of their brain and
putting it on a blank piece of paper.”
Russo uses visual guides such as nose,
eye and mouth profiles, because it helps
the witness or victim to have something
with which to compare.

When drawing, Russo has to fight
the urge to second guess the witness’
description, he says. “There have been
times I'm doing a composite and I'll
want to say, do you really think this
guy’s face is that long? That'’s the artist
coming out in me, [ want to make this
person look more human.”

The way it usually works, though,
is that once the suspect is caught he'll
learn that the person did, in fact, have a
very long face.

Russo admits that he's always anx-
ious to see the face of the criminal once
he or she is caught. Still, he says, he
doesn’t take it personally if there’s not
as much of a resemblance as he would
like.

“You have to keep in mind that your
composite is only as good as your wit-
ness’' memory,” he says.

' N |
L _COINPULer aging pnotos = |

™

e e
" A i
AN -

CtE
“igibIn

i
I

=L

THE SHERIFF'S STAR ¥ MARCH / APRIL 1996 1 3



Progressive business and professional leaders
give generous support to the many anti-crime
activities of the Florida Sheriffs Association

any progressive business and professional  recent enrollees are pictured here receiving gold

leaders are supporting the Florida Sheriffs = membership plaques from their Sheriffs. Gold
Association and its anti-crime activities by = members pay dues of $500 a year; Silver members
enrolling as Business Members of the Association  pay $250; and bronze members pay $50 a year.
and becoming “partners against crime.” Three

. Jerry Brown (left) presents a gold
ST, AUGUSTINE - St. John's Coun- membership plaque to Michael

ty Sheriff Neil Perry (left) presentsa  sjenkiewicz, representing Jay
gold membership plaque to Amer Fyneral Home.

El-Ghali, representing Tropical

Amoco Service.

MELBOURNE - Brevard County
Sheriff C. W. “Jake” Miller (left) pre-
sents a gold membership plaque to
Dr. Clark Brown, D.DS.

JAY - Santa Rosa County Sheriff ‘

viduals who have demonstrated their commit-

ment to progressive law enforcement by

supporting the Florida Sheriffs Association as hon-
orary members for 25 years or more. Some receive

: j PALATKA - Putnam County Sheriff Taylor Douglas (right) presents 25-

25-year certificates. Others qualify for 30-year cer- year certificates to Dr. Frank Young, of Palatka; and Mr. and Mrs. Jerry

tificates. Ross, of Satsuma. I

This honor roll gives special recognition to indi-

MR BATES MR. HILL
ORLANDO - Orange County Sheriff Kevin Beary presents MR. LENSSEN MR. AND MRS. WAYT
30-year certificates to Lester W. Bates and George Hill. DELAND - Volusia County Sheriff Bob Vogel presents 30-year certifi-
cates to Thomas L. Lenssen and Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wayt.
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FLORIDA SHERIFFS ASSOCIATION
HoNOR RoOLL

: L
MR. RUSSELL MR. AND MRS. LANGLEY

MR. JORDAN MR. SIMMS

PANAMA CITY - Bay County Sheriff Guy Tunnell presents 25-year certificates to Houston Russell, Mr. and Mrs.
I Edward A. Langley, Keith C. Jordan, James L. Simms, Jimmy G. Warr, Sr., and Maxwell Ramer.

MR. BEALEM MRS. BRYAN

WEST PALM BEACH - Palm Beach County Sheriff Charles A.
McCutcheon presents a 30-year certificate to Henri A. Bealem, and a 25-
year certificate to Mrs. Marie Bryan.

MR. RAMER

| M ST. AUGUSTINE - St.

R Johns County Sheriff Neil

: w Perry presents a 30-year
- — i certificate to Margaret E.

SEBASTIAN - Indian River Coul‘lty BROOKSVILLE - Hernando Coun- Meszaros.

Sheriff Gary Wheeler (left) presents ty Sheriff Tom Mylander (left) pre-

a 25-year certificate to Cesar g.¢ 5 30.year certificate to

Alvarez. Robert C. Reed.

— —
m

Law Enforcement Accreditation Commission for 1996

Each year, the Florida Commission on Law Enforcement Accredita-
tion selects new leaders. This year, Florida Sheriff Neil Perry, St.
Johns County, was re-elected as chairman of the commission. The
board is pictured here. Standing, from left: Okaloosa County Com-
missioner Ray Sansom; Daytona Beach Deputy City Manager,
Richard Quigley; Sixth Judicial Circuit Court Judge Douglas Baird; St.
Johns County Sheriff Neil Perry. Seated, from left: Charlotte County
Sheriff Richard Worch; Port St. Lucie Police Chief Charles Reynolds;
Alachua County Sheriff Steve Oelrich; and University of South Florida
Police Chief Paul Uravich. Other commissioners not shown in photo:
North Miami Beach Police Chief Bill Berger; Fort Mead Police Chief
George Ferris; and Pinellas County Sheriff Everett S. Rice.
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FLORIDA SHERIFFS YOUTH
=== HONOR ROLL

et et e

Lifetime Honorary Members - To protect our Life-
time Honorary Members from receiving unwanted solicitations
and junk mail, we have discontinued printing their home towns
when we print their names.

We decided this was necessary after we learned that cer-
tain organizations of questionable legitimacy were adding our
Lifetimers to their mailing lists. Obtaining a complete mailing
address was relatively easy for them as long as they had the
Lifetimers’ home towns. Without the home towns, it will be
extremely difficult.

We have never permitted other organizations to use our
membership lists, and we will continue to do everything possi-
ble to protect the privacy of our members.

On these pages we give special recognition to generous
supporters of the Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches who have

qualified for Lifetime Honorary Memberships in the Florida
Sheriffs Association by giving $2,500 or more in cash or $5,000
or more in none-cash gifts to the Youth Ranches. Each Lifetime
Honorary Member receives a plaque, a lifetime identification
card and lifetime subscriptions to The Sheriff’s Star and The
Rancher. Under a regulation which became effective in 1984,
those whose gifts total over $5,000 will receive additional gold
stars on their plaques — one for $5,000, two for $10,000, and so
on, up to a maximum of five stars for gifts totaling over $25,000.
PRESENTATIONS

We regret that photos of Lifetime Honorary Members are
not always available when their names appear on the member-
ship roster. Consequently, we often find it necessary to print the
names in one issue of The Sheriff’s Star and the photos in a
subsequent issue.

[7 New Lifetimé'l-l_onorary Members j

A & A Antiques

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Alatis

All Seasons Resort

Mrs, Sadie Ann Allabaugh

Alpha Gamma Chapter of Rho -
Gainesville

American Legion Auxiliary Unit
# 58 — Wall-Rives

Ms. Carolynn Anderson

Mr. and Mrs, David B, Anderson

Anderson News Company

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald E. Ashwill

Mr, Vernon Astler

Mrs. Virginia M. Atkin

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Attridge

Aide Association of Lutherans

B & T Peoples Foundation, Inc.

Mr. Robert Baker

Mr. and Mrs. Howell C. Barwick
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Mrs. Tommie Baston

Mr, and Mrs. Robert Battista

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Bearden

Mr. Leighton D. Bennett

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Benton

Mr. David Berguin

Mr. and Mrs. Fred R. Bernhardt

Big Red Tomato Packers

Mr. Patrick Bilak

Ms. Roberta J. Bishop

Blue Heron Mobile Home Park

Mr, Wayne Blythe

Mrs. Jane Boerger

Mrs. Irene Boughton

Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Bracher

Mr. and Mrs, Eldridge G. Bradley,
Jr.

Mr. Steven G. Brady

Mr. and Mrs. John oJ. Brenn

Mr. Carl Brown

Mr, Earl Brown, Jr.

Mr, and Mrs. Hugh Brown

Mrs. Josie Bruser

Builders Square - Delray Beach

Mrs. Rema Burnham

Mrs. Virginia H. Bush

Mr. 8. Clark Butler

Ms. Barbara Butts

Cabot Lodge - Tallahassee

Mr, Robert E. Calloway

Cape Coral Volunteer Firemens

Benevolent Association, Inc.
Carolina Sofa Co.
Mr. Robert E. Case
Century 21 Mitchell Realty -
Lake City
Mr. Thomas Christensen

Mr. and Mrs. John C. Churchill

Mr, Angelo Cinelli

Mr, Edward .J. Cipriani, Jr.

Mr, and Mrs. Richard Clay

Mr. and Mrs. Glen C. Cobb

Mrs, Ethel Cobert

Mr. Robert S. Cobiella

Ms. Dora Cole

Coleman Draperies and
Interiors

Collectorama Shows, Inc.

Comfort Inn - Crystal River

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent oJ.
Comperchio

Dr, Thomas .J. Connelly

Mr. and Mrs. John C. Cooper

Mr. Don Coppedge

Mr. Robert V. Corning

Ms. Bernice W. Crabtree

Ms. Susan Crowley

Mr. Joseph T. Crownover

Crystal River Firestone

Ms. Carol Cuneo

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne J. Curry

Dabney Enterprises

Mr. and Mrs, Rogelio David

Mr. Henry Nunn Davis

Mr. James B. Davis, Jr.

Mr. L. Robert Davis

Mr. James Derry

Mrs. Carolyn Dettmer

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Dickey

Division of Capitol Police -
Tallahassee

Mr, Jay Cipietro

Mr. Jeff Dolim

Dr, Coley Duncan

Mr, John L. Dymek

East Coast Cruisers

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde A. Ellis, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Rocco Esposito

BARTOW - Presented by Polk County Sheriff Lawrence W. Crow, Jr.
( third from left) and Youth Ranches Senior Development Officer
Michele Linebaugh (left) to Mr. and Mrs. Don Wilson, Sr.

TlTUSVILLE Presented by Bre-
vard County Sheriff Claude W.
Miller to Mrs, Glenda Hanchey.

Ms. Alison E. Evans

Mrs. Joseph A, Evans

Excel Printing

Mrs. Leonarda M. Federici

Mr. and Mrs. David Fein

Mrs. Gail Felue-Baldetti

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Fiore

First National Bank & Trust
Co. - Ft. Pierce

First Presbyterian Church of
Bartow

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Fleming

/

ST. AUGUSTINE - Presented by St.
Johns County Sheriff Neil Perry
(right) to David Andrews.

Mrs. Evelyn E. Foehrenbach

Mr. Samuel J. Foley, Jr.

Folkner Training Associates,
Inc.

Mr, and Mrs. Howell L. Folsom

Mr. John F. Forbes

Mr. Stephen R. Fowler

Foxfire Community Association

Fraternal Order of Eagles
Citrus Aerie 3992

Mrs. Helen L. Freeman

Mr. and Mrs, Phil Freeman

Mr. and Mra. James W. Frevert
Mr. Gig Friedman

Mrs. Ethel D. Fritts

Mr. Carl Gabrielsen

Mr. Edward F. Gallagher
Mrs. Ellen Gavaldson

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Gee
Mr. Vincent L. Giacinto

Mr. Henry A. Gibson

Mrs. Charles D. Gilbert

Mr. and Mrs. Don R. Gilcrest
Mrs. Gloria M. Gilliam
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Mr. and Mrs. Laurance A, Glelason

Mr. Steven G. Glucksman

Mr, Frank Goldberg

Gombert Mobicare

Mr. and Mrs. William B. Gormin

Granutec, Ine.

Mrs. Marjorie Gray

Mr. James Greblick

Mrs. Rebecea Griffin

Mr. Fred C. Grimes

Mr, and Mrs. Russell G. Grinnell

Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Grissom III

H & H Motors, Ine.

Cal. and Mrs. Raymond D. Hammond

Harbor Isles Condominium

Mrs. E. A, Harding

Pat Hart

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd F. Haverly

Mr. Peter Hayes

Mr. and Mrs. Sam E. Heisler

Mr. and Mrs. Lyle H. Hemink

Henry S. Lehr, Inc,

Mrs, Jeanine Herrin

Mr. and Mrs. Paul F. Hill

Mr. Andrew T. Holbert

Mr. and Mrs. John F. Hooper

Mr. and Mrs, Emil G. Hornburg, Jr.

Mr. Leon H. Horne

Huettig Electric, Inc.

Mrs. Frances B. Hume

Sheriff Donald C. Hunter

Ms. Gretchen J. Hutto

Interstate Supply, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard D. Jaffe

Ms. Marjorie M. Jelsema

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Johnson

Hon. William C. Johnson, Jr.

Mr. Robert E. Johnston

Mr. Robert M. Johnston

Mr. and Mrs. Joe L. Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Jones

Mrs. Ruth Jones

Mr. Gerald Kaiser

Kane’s Furniture - St. Petersburg

Ms. Jane W. Kernan

Kevin's Guns & Sporting Goods, Inc.

Mr, Girard Kevorkian

Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Kinser

Kiwanis Club of Avon Park

Mr. and Mrs. Peyton Klopfenstein

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Klotz

Mr, and Mrs. August Knemeyer

Dr. Joe Knetsch

Mrs. Clara Knox

Mr. Thomas Kozlowski

Mr. and Mrs. R. Lee Krager

Mr. and Mrs. Monte Kromberg

Mr. and Mrs. Rusty Kuebler

My, and Mrs. Royce W. Ladd

Mr, and Mrs. Nicholas Lamparelli

Lancaster Correctional Institute -
Work Camp

Mrs. Adele Langley

Ms. Laurel A. Larsen

Ms. Marjorie L. Larson

Law Enforcement Motor Sports
Association, Ine,

Mr. Jack Labarck

Mr. and Mrs. Adam Leighton

Mr. Gerry Lewis, Sr.

Mr. Richard Liebert

Mrs. Mary Little

Mr. and Mrs. Nick Longarzo, Sr.

Mr. Louis M. Lorenzo

Ms. Dema Louise

Loyal Order Of Moose #513
Port St. Lucie Lodge

Mrs. Joan Lynch

LTC Insurance Services

Mr, and Mrs. Gene Mack

Ms. Nancy J. Macpherson

Mr. and Mrs. Terrell C. Madigan  continued on page 19

|
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MRS. BISSIN

DADE CITY — Presented by Pasco County Sheriff Lee Cannon to Mrs.
Lydia Foley and Mrs. Geri Bissinger.

ER  kissIMMEE - Presented by Osceo-

la County Sheriff C.W. “Charlie”
Croft (left) to Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Grissom il.

THE HIRJAKS

MS. LINGENFELTER

MR. LELLIE
FORT PIERCE - Presented by St. Lucie County Sheriff Robert C. “Bobby” Knowles to Michael and
Mary Hirjak; Kaye Lingenfeiter; Mike Lellie; and Tim Wilson.

MRS. HAUER

MR. AND MRS. BARRON

STUART - Presented by Martin County Sheriff Robert Crowder to
Mrs. Beverly Hauer; and Mr. and Mrs. John Barron. Mrs. Hauer is the

Sheriff's executive asssistant.

FULLER AMUSEMENT

OCALA - Presented by Marion County Sheriff's Office Chief

Deputy J.P. Holland (right) and Youth Ranches Development Offi-
cer Doug Medlin (left) to Fuller Amusement, represented by Paul
Salsada and Gary Young; to Mrs. Virginia Wood; and to Ms. Char-

lotte Bell Pechmann.

OCALA - Presented by Marion
County Sheriff’s Office Chief
Deputy J. P. Holland to Virginia and
Jerry Paes.
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RANCHES HONOR ROLL CcO

MS. COBB

LIVE OAK - Presented by Youth

Ranches Development Officer Lin-
da Crews to Mike Dyar, represent-
ing Community National Bank.

LARGO - Presented by Pinellas
County Sheriff Everett Rice (right)
| and Youth Ranches Development

Officer Terry Gregg (left) to Kendall
Yoder.

MR. KLINE

" THE HAWKS

MR. BROWN

BOYS RANCH - Presented by
Youth Ranches President C.T.
O'Donnell Il (left) and Youth Ranch-
es President Emeritus Harry K.
Weaver to Mrs. Ruth Jones, a veter-
an Youth Ranches employee.

FORT MYERS - Presentad by Youth
Ranches Development Officer Bill
Aust to Mr. and Mrs. Clyde H.
Whitwell.

ANNA MARIA ISLAND - Presented
by Youth Ranches Development
Officer Bill Brown to Mrs. Charlotte
Long, representing The Church of
the Annunciation.

CRYSTAL RIVER - Presented by
Youth Ranches Development Offi-
cer Doug Medlin to Mr. and Mrs.
H.E. Orban.

MR. HERSHMAN

WEST PALM BEACH - Presented by Palm Beach County Sheriff Charles A. McCutcheon to Ms. Denise Cobb; Karl Kline; Orlan-
do F. Brown, Jr.; Richard Hershman, representing Levenger Tools for Serious Readers; Mrs. Marie Rivers, representing The
Gram Corporation; Mr. and Mrs. Raymond E. Hawk; and Ms. Barbara Wilson, representing ERA Sand and Shore Realty.

CHIPLEY - Washington County
Sheriff Danny Hasty (right), assist-
ed by Youth Ranches Development
Officer Linda Crews, presents a
Lifetime Honorary Membership to
Robert P. Swan.

NAPLES - Presented by Youth
Ranches Development Officer Bill
Aust (left) to Wal-Mart Store No.
1957, represented by Mark Barnes,
manager; and Joe Adams, assis-
tant manager.

PINELLAS COUNTY - Presented by
Youth Ranches Senior Development
Officer, Mac Stones, to James Murry
of Clearwater
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Russell Swartzel is ‘95 FSA

By: Tom Berlinger
Director of Operational Services
Florida Sheriffs Association

acksonville - Each year, the Flori-
J da Sheriffs Association solicits
nominations from member Sher-
iffs — assigns a screening committee —
and chooses one individual to honor as
the FSA Correctional Officer of the Year.

This year, the committee chose a
person who has been employed by the
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office since 1987.
His name is Russell A. Swartzel.

Sheriff Nat Glover reported that
Officer Swartzel has worked for Jack-
sonville’s Corrections Division “in every
imaginable job assignment you can
thing of,” during his eight year tenure
with the agency. Swartzel’s present
assignment is Jail Industry Officer, a job
which has him overseeing an inmate
work program within a metal shop.

Since taking on this important role,
Officer Swartzel has made significant
improvements within the James I.
Montgomery Correctional Center.

He taught inmate work teams to
manufacture window louvers for each
building, as well as external air ducts, a
security garbage chute, weight benches,
cutting tables, playground equipment
for community schools and parks, and
institutional style dining room tables
with attached benches. -

Swartzel’s group also designed and
built the SWAT Team obstacle course.

Day in and day out, Swartzel
proves himself to be a valuable asset, a
dependable employee, and an honest
and trustworthy self-starter who sets
absolutely no limits on the tasks he can
accomplish, reports Sheriff Glover.

Other than having the ability to
manufacture almost anything from
scratch, Glover said that Officer
Swartzel trains inmates to learn weld-
ing, carpentry, and — in stark to con-
trast to any notions you might have —

he teaches inmates
the delicate and fine
art of artistic paint-
ing.

In fact, some
time ago, when
National Corrections
Officer week was cel- \
ebrated in Jacksonville, Swartzel
emerged from behind the scenes to
design and paint a distinctive logo for
this annual celebration. It was such an
impressive design that it received high
praise from city officials within the com-
bined City of Jacksonville.

He doesn’t stop there. In his off
duty time, Officer Swartzel is involved
in a wide and varied amount of civic and
religious activities. He assisted his local
church by designing and installing a
massive sound system for his fellow
parishioners, and regularly volunteers
for the local school board.

Officer Swartzel also instituted a

Kurt Minard named runner up

In some instances, like the award presented to Russell Swartzel,
recognition is given to someone who, year in and year out, works at

maximum levels of efficiency.

Duval County Sheriff Nat Glover, left, and
FSA president Tom Mylander, rear, congratu-
late Russell Swartzel on winning Correction-
al Officer of the Year. Swartzel is joined by
his daughter, Pepi, and wife, Mercedes.
system for re-furbishing handcuff and
inmate restraint sets, effecting a savings
of untold thousands of dollars.

Officer Russell Swartzel was recently
named the 1995 Corrections Officer of the
Year for the City of Jacksonville. Now, he
is honored by being named among the
best our state has to offer: the statewide
1995 Correctional Officer of the Year. For
his efforts, Swartzel was awarded a hand-
some plaque and a check in the amount of
$1,000.

At other times, recognition is given for a specific act which is so special, and so above

the call of duty, that it is worthy of high praise.

Such is the case with the individual named as runner- up for the 1995 FSA Correction-
al Officer of the Year, and this year’s choice is Corrections Officer Kurt G. Minard of Broward

County.

The single act for which Officer Minard is honored took place in the early morning
hours of September 13, 1995. Minard was on what is known as “perimeter patrol,” driving
around the exterior of the Broward County jail compound.

While on his tour of duty the eventful day, Minard observed a vehicle traveling at a high

rate of speed, strike a metal guardrail, and plunge into the adjacent canal. After assisting
two of the vehicle’s occupants out of the water, he heard a third occupant calling out for help.
Officer Minard entered the water and retrieved the victim by assisting him to the water’s
edge. Minard then began questioning the trio — and quickly determined that there might
be another individual in the car. He feverishly searched through the dark, murky water
with the aid of a flashlight, and located another submerged victim. Without hesitation, he
pulled the unconscious victim to safety — thereby averting a senseless tragedy.

Actions like these are certainly over and above the call of duty — and because of his
actions — Kurt Minard was named runner up for the statewide Correctional Officer of the
Year award.





